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UM RECEIVES $ 1 MILLION ENDOWMENT TO SUPPORT LIFELONG LEARNING
MISSOULA The Bernard Osher Foundation has awarded a $1 million endowment to The University
of Montana to help sustain the highly successful Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UM.
The institute, known on campus and throughout the Missoula community as MOLLI, is
under the auspices of UM Continuing Education. It is one of only 123 Osher Lifelong Learning
Institutes in the nation that receives funding from the Bernard Osher Foundation.
“Early on, Bernard Osher realized the connection between brain fitness and aging well,
and he established funding aimed to support lifelong learning institutes that provide intellectually
stimulating programs for older Americans,” said Sharon Alexander, dean o f UM Continuing
Education. “Through Bernard Osher Foundation gifts, MOLLI has prospered to offer programs
that are varied and reach lifelong learners through the arts, sciences and humanities.”
Each spring, fall and winter, MOLLI presents courses for people 50 and older that are
taught by dynamic University professors and community educators. Courses usually are held
once a week for six weeks.
MOLLI first received a $100,000 grant from the Bernard Osher Foundation in 2006 to
offer lifelong learning courses at UM, and the grant was renewed during 2007 and 2008.
Through community support and the work of dedicated volunteers, MOLLI membership doubled

from around 350 in 2007 to more than 700 during 2008-09. MOLLI’s goal is to reach or surpass
1,000 members for 2009-10.
Memberships cost only $20 and are renewed annually each July. They help ensure that
MOLLI will continue to be funded to offer lifelong learning opportunities in Missoula and
surrounding communities.
“With the endowment gift of $1 million and continued membership support, the MOLLI
program will be sustained, hopefully forever, to enhance the University’s and the community’s
endeavors for lifelong learning opportunities,’' Alexander said.
To support lifelong learning as a new MOLLI member or to renew an annual
membership, call Dannette Fadness at 406-243-2905 or e-mail dannette.fadness@umontana.edu.
Membership is required to register for MOLLI courses. Gift certificates are available for
the $20 membership fee or for course fees, which generally cost $60.
More information about MOLLI membership benefits, courses and instructors is online at
httn://www. umt.edu/ce/plus50.
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